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Renewal must come from within

• That because Allah will never change
The blessings He has conferred on a 
people
Unless they change what is in their 
own souls.
Lo! Allah is the Hearer, the Knower!

    (Qur’an,  8:53)

َ لَْم یَُك ُمَغیًِّرا نِْعَمةً أَْنَعَمھَا  َذلَِك بِأَنَّ هللاَّ
 َعلَى قَْوٍم َحتَّى یَُغیُِّروا َما بِأَنفُِسِھْم
َ َسِمیٌع َعلِیٌم (األنفال: 53  .(َوأَنَّ هللاَّ



First principle of Renewal – A Change in 
Mindset and a Transformation of the Soul

• “Allah does not change the 
condition of a people until they 
change what is within their own 
Selves”

• Renewal must come from within
• It cannot be imported, copied or 

imposed from the outside



Second Principle of Renewal - Education
• “Travel to China if need be to acquire 

knowledge”.        Hadith
• The purpose of education is the moral 

upliftment of the human.
• Develop a comprehensive Syllabus which 

includes
• The languages
• The mathematical sciences
• The natural sciences
• History and Geography – The Rise and fall 

of civilizations
• The Qur’anic sciences
(Picture courtesy Khan Academy)

 



Third Principle of Renewal – Institutional 
Cooperation

• Work together – Adopt “The bee 
culture”, “The ant culture”. 
Cooperate at the national and 
international level

• This requires institutions, 
structures, laboratories, 
scientists and facilities backed by 
the society and the State

• َوتََواَصْو۟ا بِٱْلَحِق
And who work together to find 
the Truth  
                   Surah 103



What is science?

• Empirical science is a rigorous 
method and a process, based 
upon observation, measurement 
and reason to find the Truth

• To simplify the process, the 
scientific method makes certain 
assumptions about the nature of 
things

• What science finds is relative 
Truth which is “good enough” 
for civilizational advancement

        F= ma

                     
                



Cultivate a Scientific Culture
• A scientific culture is based on 

observation, reason and logic 
(the Shariah of nature)

• Study The Signs of Allah and 
research the Truth 

• “Soon shall We show them our 
signs on the horizon and within 
their own selves until it is clear 
to them that it is al Haqq”. 
Qur’an

• “Wherever you turn, you find 
the “face” (existence) of Allah”. 
Qur’an



Science is an unceasing, continuous struggle.    
The Essence of the Truth is only with Allah.

          
No vision can see Him but His 
vision embraces all.
Lo! He is the Subtle, the 
Aware! 
(Qur’an, 6:103)



Open your hearts to knowledge

Do they not travel through the 
earth
So that their hearts are the 
wiser?
Or, their ears hear them?
Lo! It is not the eyes that go 
blind,
But it is the hearts that are 
within the bosom that lose 
their sight. (Qur’an, 22:46)

 أَفَلَْم یَِسیُروا فِي األَْرِض فَتَُكوَن لَھُْم
 قُلُوٌب یَْعقِلُوَن بِھَا أَْو آَذاٌن یَْسَمُعوَن بِھَا
 فَإِنَّھَا الَ تَْعَمى األَْبَصاُر َولَِكْن تَْعَمى
ُدوِر (الحج: 46  .(اْلقُلُوُب الَّتِي فِي الصُّ



Travel, study, learn, reinforce your faith

Say: “Travel through the earth,
And observe how He originates 
creation.
Then will Allah raise it up at the 
end -
Indeed, Allah has power over all 
things! (Qur’an, 29:19)

ُ اْلَخْلَق ثُمَّ یُِعیُدهُ  أََولَْم یََرْوا َكْیَف یُْبِدُئ هللاَّ
ِ یَِسیٌر (العنكبوت: 19  .(إِنَّ َذلَِك َعلَى هللاَّ



Study languages, culture, people

• And among His Signs (are)
In the creation of the heavens 
and the earth,
And the differences in language 
and color -
Indeed, in that are Signs for 
those who are knowledgeable. 
(Qur’an, 30:22)

َماَواِت َواألَْرِض  َوِمْن آیَاتِِھ َخْلُق السَّ
 َواْختِالَُف أَْلِسنَتُِكْم َوأَْلَوانُِكْم إِنَّ فِي َذلَِك
.(آلیاٍت لِْلَعالِِمیَن (الروم: 22



Science brings you closer to Allah
• Discover the Shariah  (the Laws) 

of Nature
• Discover the Attributes 

(properties) of things
• There are Signs for Al Haqq (the 

Truth) in the Laws of nature and 
in the Laws of History

• Discover the subtle works of 
Allah in nature

• Be aware of the assumptions 
you make in pursuit of natural 
(positivistic) sciences

• Benefit from the knowledge
• Science brings you closer to 

Allah



Do not deny the Signs of Allah

• O people of the Book!
Why do you deny the Signs of 
Allah
When you yourselves are 
witness (to the Truth)? (Qur’an, 
3:70)

• Say: “O people of the Book!
Why do you reject the Signs of 
Allah?
Indeed, Allah is witness to what 
you do.” (Qur’an, 3:98)



Do not discard the Natural Sciences

• Those who deny Our Signs are 
deaf and dumb 
And steeped in darkness upon 
darkness.
Allah leads astray whom He will, 
And He brings whom He will to 
the straight path. (Qur’an, 6:39)

 



If you reject the Natural Sciences, you 
experience gradual decay

• As for those who reject Our 
Signs,
We will seize them in such slow 
measures (reduce them little by 
little)
That they are not aware of it.  
(Qur’an, 7:182)  

بُوا بِآیَاتِنَا  َوالَِّذیَن َكذَّ
 َسنَْستَْدِرُجھُْم ِمْن َحْیُث الَ
 .(یَْعلَُموَن (األعراف: 182



Science is required for the very survival of 
Islamic civilization. 

• And behold! We have revealed 
to you manifest Signs,
And parables from those who 
have passed on before you,
And a warning for those who 
have certainty of faith       
(Qur’an, 24:34)

 َولَقَْد أَنَزْلنَا إِلَْیُكْم آیَاٍت ُمبَیِّنَاٍت َوَمثَالً ِمْن
 الَِّذیَن َخلَْوا ِمْن قَْبلُِكْم َوَمْوِعظَةً لِْلُمتَّقِیَن
 .((النور: 34



Kismet is not predestination. 
It is discovery

• Allah’s will is beyond space-time. 
It encapsulates space-time many 
times over

• The human acts in space-time
• There is reason and login in 

space-time
• The correct attitude is not “It is 

the will of God.” It is: “What is 
the will of God?”

• The human is responsible for his 
intent, will and action.

• The outcome of an action is a 
moment of divine grace. It is 
hidden in the womb of the 
future.
•Kismet is a discovery of the 

outcome of an action.
• A man’s Kismet is wrapped 

around his own neck.



Science is the Shariah of Nature
• Reason (Aql) is the key to nature
• Thinking (Fikr) is its process
• Wisdom (Hikmah) is its essence
• Aql, Fikr, Hikmah are the elements 

of a culture of science
•  Culture means how we relate to 

each other
•  Science is a method and process 

based on measurement and 
validated by reason to understand 
nature. Assumptions are inherent 
in science. 



Work together in scientific disciplines to find 
the Truth

•By (the Sign that is the passage of) 
time,
Verily, humankind is indeed at a loss,
Except such as those who have certainty 
of faith,
And perform righteous deeds,
And enjoin upon one another Justice 
(Truth),
And enjoin upon one another Patience ( 
(Qur’an, 103:1-3) 

 َواْلَعْصِر (العصر: 1).

 إِنَّ اِإلنَساَن لَفِي ُخْسٍر (العصر: 2).
الَِحاِت  إِالَّ الَِّذیَن آَمنُوا َوَعِملُوا الصَّ
ْبِر  َوتََواَصْوا بِاْلَحقِّ َوتََواَصْوا بِالصَّ
 .((العصر: 3



The human learns through observation, reason, 
intuition, feeling, illumination and infusion. 

•  God is Truth (Allah Hu Haq).
• He taught “the Names” to Adam.
• Thus, the human is predisposed to 

knowledge.  
• The human rediscovers what he is 

programmed to know through
• Observation (the senses)
• Reason (the mind)
• Intuition (mind/heart)
• Awareness (the heart)
• Illumination (the soul)
• Infusion (the Ruh)



What is the purpose of creation? 
It is to manifest the Truth

Lo! We created not the heavens 
and the earth and what is in 
between them, except in Truth 
(and Justice) (Qur’an, 15:85) 

And He it is who created the 
heavens and the earth in Truth 
(Qur’an, 6:73)

َماَواِت َواألَْرَض َوَما بَْینَھَُما  َوَما َخلَْقنَا السَّ
(إِالَّ بِاْلَحقِّ َ (الحجر: 85

َماَواِت َواألَْرَض  َوھَُو الَِّذي َخلََق السَّ
 .(بِاْلَحقِّ (األنعام: 73



What is the purpose of the human?                  
It is to know Him and serve Him.

• “I created not the jinn and the 
human except that they serve 
(worship) Me.”   (Qu’ran, 51:56)

• “I was an unknown treasure and 
I willed that I be known. 
Therefore, I  Created”. Hadith e 
Qudsi

 َوَما َخلَْقُت اْلِجنَّ َواِإلنَس إِالَّ لِیَْعبُُدوِن
((الذاریات: 56

 كنت كنزا ال أعرف، فأحببت أن•
 ،أعرف فخلقت خلقا



The human was created to manifest the 
Truth
• And He it is who created the heavens 

and the earth in Truth (Qur’an, 6:73)
• Do you not see  how Allah has created 
The heavens and the earth
 In truth (justice)?
If He so wills He will take you away
And bring forth a new creation    
(Qur’an, 14:19)

َماَواِت َواألَْرَض  َوھَُو الَِّذي َخلََق السَّ
 .(بِاْلَحقِّ (األنعام: 73

َماَواِت َواألَْرَض َ َخلََق السَّ  أَلَْم تََرى أَنَّ هللاَّ
 بِاْلَحقِّ إِْن یََشأْ یُْذِھْبُكْم َویَأِْت بَِخْلٍق َجِدیٍد
 .((إبراھیم: 19



Man is the khalifa on earth- uniquely 
qualified to know and serve God

• General attributes of the human
• The Senses
• The Mind
• The Heart
• The Nafs (the Soul)
• The Ruh (the Spirit)

• Unique Attributes of the human
• Ruh e Insani (The Spirit)
• Awareness of Asma ul Husna
• Intent
• Will
• Action



The Qur’an reveals Signs that are basic and 
Signs that are allegorical. Both are important. 
He it is who has sent down the 
Book to you;
There are Signs in it that are basic
And they form the foundation of 
the Book,
And there are some (Signs)
That are allegorical (and open to 
multiple explanations).        
(Qur’an, 3: 7)

 ھَُو الَِّذي أَْنَزَل َعلَْیَك اْلِكتَاَب ِمْنھُ آیَاٌت
 ُمْحَكَماٌت ھُنَّ أُمُّ اْلِكتَاِب َوأَُخُر ُمتََشابِھَاٌت
((آل عمران: 7



Pay heed to Divine guidance before you are 
destroyed

Did We not provide guidance
To many a people before them 
whom We destroyed?
They walk around amidst their 
(destroyed) dwellings -
Indeed in them are Signs for a 
people who reason.               
(Qur’an, 20:128)  

 أَفَلَْم یَْھِد لَھُْم َكْم أَْھلَْكنَا قَْبلَھُْم ِمْن اْلقُُروِن
یَْمُشوَن فِي َمَساِكنِِھْم إِنَّ فِي َذلَِك آلیاٍت ِ
 .(ألَْولِي النُّھَى (طھ: 128



Listen to the calling from the heavens

• Therefore, of a certainty, you cannot 
make the dead hear,
Nor make the deaf listen to the call,
When they turn their backs and walk 
away. (Qur’an, 27:80)

مَّ  إِنََّك الَ تُْسِمُع اْلَمْوتَى َوالَ تُْسِمُع الصُّ
َعاءَ إَِذا َولَّْوا ُمْدبِِریَن (النمل: 80  .(الدُّ



The “Tree” of knowledge  (The epistemology 
of knowledge) has 3 branches

•  Ilm ul Ibara (Knowledge 
acquired by the senses and the 
mind) – The natural science and 
the Shariah
•  Ilm ul Ishara (Knowledge 

acquired by the heart and the 
soul) – Love, Taqwa. Tazkiya, 
Irfan, Haqeeqat
•  Ilm ul Laduni (Revelation),  

Umm ul Kitab



It is mandatory for the human to struggle, act 
and discover the Shariah of Allah in nature

• The human must struggle to find 
God

• There are Signs in nature and 
within our souls

• This discovery is unending, 
limitless, until the Day of 
Judgement

• Science is the struggle with 
body, mind, heart and soul to 
“see” God and be a “shaheed” 
(witness) to the Truth

• The benefits for man are hidden 
in nature

• “And the heavens have We 
raised high and established a 
balance therein so that you do 
not violate that balance: What is 
the balance? (It is science)

• “And I have made subject to you 
all that is between the heavens 
and the earth”. (This is 
technology).



Summary

• Shariah embraces both the world of man and the world of nature
• The Qur’an commands us to develop a scientific culture based on 

faith, curiosity, enquiry. reason and confirmation
• The Signs for the Truth are on the horizon, namely, the cosmos and 

within ourselves
• A continuous search for the laws of nature (the Shariah of nature) 

and their applications in the world of man confirms and reinforces 
faith

• Science and technology are essential for the very  survival and 
prosperity of the Islamic civilization



The heavens and the earth are at your feet.
The angels are in awe of you!

“And I have made subject to you 
all that is between 

the heavens and the earth”.  The Qur’an


